Study 5.

Read Galatians 5:16 – 26:

· Jeremiah informs the people of Israel and Judah that God will write new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah and it would not be in stone but on their hearts.  Matthew 7:16 states that “you will know them by their fruits.”  The above Galatians passage highlights the contrast of living life in the flesh and in the Spirit.  What are some of the challenges of living life in the Spirit?  How can we promote life in the Spirit to people as the way of life?

· Verse 22 starts off by saying, “By contrast the fruit of the Spirit…” Note is says fruit.  Often people say fruits.  The focus on “fruit” highlights the single nature of the fruit and that it includes all nine characteristics listed as important.  I see these nine aspects like segments in an orange.  You need all nine to be a complete fruit. Which of these aspects do you find easy to live into and which ones require constant work?  Explain.

· In verses 25 & 26 Paul informs us that we are to live by the Spirit and that we are not to compete against each other.  When I started teaching there were School Inspectors.  I recall how teaches competed and did not work together for the sake of education because they were interested in their own promotion.  At times Churches look at other Churches and try and compete, or worse still, seek to run the others down.  The people of God are called to be the people of God where they are and not to try to be another Church.  Does your Church seek to address the ministry needs in the place where God has called you?  What are some areas that we can give thanks for and what are some areas that we need to address? 

· It has been said that the God who calls is the God who equips for ministry.  Do you agree with this statement and why or why not? 


Matthew 23:25-28:

Jesus in Matthew 23:25&26 states, “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside you they are full of greed and self indulgence.” 

· It has been said that beauty is skin deep.  Can surface impressions limit our ministry?  If so, how?  What can we learn from this statement? 

· When we get to know a person we can be blessed by the depth of their life and love.  Have you been blessed by knowing someone that does not put on all the “airs and graces,” but has a deep spirituality so that you know that the God’s covenant is written on their heart?  Share some of the blessings and insights have you gained to enrich your own faith?

· Jesus says “Woe to you …..”  Living the Christian life is not always easy.   There are times when we have to say certain things because of the Gospel of the new covenant, while some in society hold a contrary view.  Share a time when you had to do this.  What were the struggles and the blessings?  

David Otis fuller:

In my study I have wood carving of a quote by David Otis Fuller, “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?’ I read this most days and inwardly shudder at times.  What is your response, particularly when we read in the Gospel that we are to love our enemies and care for those in need as outlined in Matthew 25:31-46?

As we come to Good Friday can you lay your sins at the foot of the cross and leave them there?  As we come to Easter Day can you rejoice in the forgiveness of sin (because we repent) and the gift of eternal life?  Share how these realities have been a part of your faith journey.
